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Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1914. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council 

of  Turton. 

Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  my  34th  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  Urban  District  of  Turton 
together  with  a  summary  of  the  sanitary  work  during  the  year  1914. 

My  last  Annual  Report  contained  a  descriptive  account  of  the 
geographical  and  topographical  features  of  the  district  which  it  is  not 
necessary  to  repeat  as  there  have  not  been  any  material  variations. 
The  various  statistical  items  contained  in  this  report  are  computed  at 
a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  approximately  estimated  population  at  the 
middle  period  of  the  year  with  the  exception  of  those  relative  to 
infantile  mortality  which  are  based  upon  the  number  of  births  during 
the  year. 

The  births  of  195  living  children  were  registered,  107  males,  88 
females,  equivalent  to  a  rate  of  15.3  for  the  year,  which  is  0-3  lower 
than  the  rate  for  the  previous  year  and  27  lower  than  the  mean  of 
the  preceding  5  years.  The  rate  for  the  County  during  1913  was 
22'20  and  for  England  and  Wales  23^9,  the  rate  for  your  district 
therefore  shows  a  diminution  of  6’g  and  7^4  respectively.  Although 
the  decline  in  the  birth  rate  may  not  be  large  it  is  steadily 

continuous  and  is  gradually  approaching  towards  equality  with  the 
death  rate.  I  have  substantial  grounds  for  the  belief  that  operative 

influences  are  the  “  prudential  check  ”  and,  in  a  less  degree,  delib¬ 

erately  induced  abortion  during  the  early  months  of  pregnancy. 

The  proportion  of  illegitimate  births  in  the  whole  district  is 
small,  only  three  being  registered  during  the  year.  Turton,  Edgworth, 
and  Bradshaw  Wards  were  credited  with  one  each. 

The  following  table  shows  the  distribution  of  births  and  the 
rate  over  the  four  divisions  into  which  your  district  is  most 


conveniently  divided,  with  comparative  figures  for  the  whole  district 
and  for  the  year  1913. 

It  will  be  noted  that  the  Bradshaw  division,  which  includes  the 
Bradshaw  and  Harwood  villages,  extending  to  the  boundaries  of 
Tottington  and  Turton  Bottoms,  shows  the  only  increase  in  its  birth 
rate. 


Population 

1914. 

1913- 

Rate. 

[914. 

1913. 

M. 

E.  Total. 

M 

F.  Total. 

1914. 

I9I3- 

Turton  . 

6,757 

6,754  • 

-  53 

42 

95  ■ 

-  55 

45 

100. 

...14-0 

14-8 

Bradshaw . 

2,498 

2,493  • 

...  25 

25 

50  . 

...  28 

13 

41- 

...20'0 

16-4 

Edgworth . 

2,648 

2,647  • 

...  20 

19 

39  • 

...  21 

23 

44- 

...I46 

i6-6 

Belmont  . 

817 

816  .. 

...  9 

2 

11.. 

...  9 

6 

i5> 

...13-4 

18-3 

Whole  District 

12,720 

12,710 

107 

88 

195 

113 

87 

200 

I5-3 

15-6 

The  total  deaths  registered  in  the  district  and  of  persons  belonging 
to,  but  who  died  outside  the  district  were,  158,  males  79,  females 
79,  equal  to  a  rate  of  12-42  which  is  i*8  lower  than  that  for  the 
previous  year  and  ro  higher  than  the  mean  of  the  preceding  5  years. 
It  is  however  2-0  lower  than  the  County  rate  and  0-85  lower  than 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during  1913.  The  death  rate  for 
the  past  year  has  approached  more  nearly  to  normal  proportions  for 
youi  district  and  justifies  my  comments  upon  the  high  rate  obtaining 
during  1913  as  being  only  temporary  and  accidental.  The  same  obser¬ 
vation  applies  to  the  infant  mortality  as  I  find  the  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  1  year  in  age  was  only  13,  as  against  25  during  the 
year  1913.  The  rate  is  for  1914  66-6,  a  decline  of  58-4  or  nearly 
one  half  upon  that  of  the  previous  year  and  a  decline  of  15-0  upon 
the  mean  of  the  preceding  5  years. 

There  was  also  a  decline  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 

respiratory  diseases  (bronchitis,  pneumonia,  etc.)  There  were  36  deaths 
from  these  diseases  01  a  rate  ol  2‘6  during  19141  as  against  39  or 
a  rate  of  3-06  during  1913. 

There  were  only  2  deaths  from  epidemic  diseases,  both  from 

whooping  cough,  in  children  under  one  year  in  age,  indicative  of  the 
dangerous  charactei  of  this  and  similar  affections  (measles,  scarlet 
fever,  etc.)  when  attacking  young  children  and  strongly  suggestive  of 
the  necessity  of  guarding  children  from  all  infective  diseases  of  like 

character.  Loss  of  life  and  much  suffering  would  be  prevented  were 

the  rules  and  instructions  observed  which  the  public  constantly 
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receives  from  the  sanitary  authorities.  The  deaths  from  pulmonary 
phthisis  numbered  13  or  a  rate  of  i’2,  an  increase  of  073  on  that 

of  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  the  year  is  unusually  high  for 
your  district  and  is  doubtless  due  to  temporary  and  accidental 

circumstances. 

The  following  tables  embody  the  foregoing  items  relative  to 

mortality  and  shows  their  distribution  over  the  four  principal  div¬ 

isions  of  your  district  and  afford  an  easy  comparison  between  any 
one  division  and  the  others  for  both  the  past  and  the  previous  years. 


Distribution,  Population  1914.  1913.  Rate 


etc.  of  Deaths 

1914. 

1913- 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

E 

1— 1 

M 

VO 

»— 1 

u> 

Turton . 

6,75  7 

6,754 

46 

43 

•  89 

48 

47 

95 

13-1  14-0. 

Bradshaw  .... 

2,598 

2,493 

15 

15 

30 

20 

18 

38 

I1'5  15-2. 

Edgworth  .... 

2,648 

2,647 

15 

17 

32 

20. 

14 

34 

1 2‘0  I2'4- 

Belmont . 

817 

816 

3 

4 

7 

4 

12 

16 

8-5  I9'6. 

Whole  District 

12,720 

12,710 

79 

79 

158 

92 

9i 

183 

I2-42  14-3. 

Zymotic 

Respiratory 

Infantile 

Birth 

Death 

diseases. 

Phthisis. 

diseases. 

mortality. 

1914. 

rate. 

rate. 

No.  Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No.  Rate.  No.  Rate. 

Turton  . 

,  I4'0 

I3-I 

...  O 

0 

....  6 

o-88 

22  3.2 

....  5  52-6 

Bradshaw  . 

20-0 

107  .. 

..  1 

°'4 

....  4 

r6 

.... 

8  3'2 

....  4  8o-o 

Edgworth  . 

14-6 

IO’5  .. 

..  I 

0-3 

....  3 

ri 

6  2‘2 

....  4  102-5 

Belmont  . 

13-4 

7’3  - 

..  O 

0 

....  0 

0 

.... 

0  0 

....  0  0 

Whole  District 

15*3  12-42 

2 

0-14 

13 

1*2 

36  2-8 

13  66-6 

1913. 

Turton  . 

14-8 

14-0  .. 

..  I 

0-14 

....  3 

0'42 

.... 

23  3'22 

....12  120-0 

Bradshaw  . 

i6'4 

I4'2  .. 

..  I 

°'4 

....  2 

o-8o 

.... 

6  2'4 

....  7  170-7 

Edgworth  . 

i6'6 

I5-2  .. 

..  O 

0 

....  1 

0-37 

7  2-63 

....  4  90-9 

Belmont . 

i8’o 

19-6  .. 

..  O 

0 

....  0 

0 

3  3'6 

•••■  2  133-3 

Whole  District 

15-6 

i4’3 

2 

0-15 

6 

0-47 

39  3'°6 

25  125-0 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases,  exclusive  of  Phthisis, 
notified  during  the  year  was  45  as  against  27  during  the  previous 
year.  There  were  33  cases  of  scarlet  fever,  5  of  erysipelas,  5  of 

diphtheria  and  2  of  enteric  fever. 

The  cause  of  the  two  cases  of  enteric  fever  could  not  be  discovered 
but  one  of  them  commenced  about  ten  days  after  eating  boiled 

cockles. 
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Two  of  the  diphtheria  cases  were  due  to  choked  drains  but  the 
source  of  origin  of  the  other  three  could  not  be  found. 

The  cases  of  scarlet  fever  are  conveniently  divisable  into  two 
series  each  comprising  a  small  epidemic  in  the  Edgworth  and 
Chapeltown  Wards  and  in  the  Eagley  Ward  respectively.  In  the 
Edgworth  locality  there  were  15  cases,  commencing  on  September  20th 
and  terminating  on  December  8th.  The  primary  cases  were  traceable 
to  two  boys  who  sold  evening  papers  in  the  military  camp  in 
Edgworth  and  Chapeltown  in  which  several  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
had  occurred  and  been  dealt  with  by  the  attached  R.A.M.C. 

The  other  cases  in  the  two  localities  were  in  direct  sequence  to 
the  first  notifications  from  the  Edgworth  Ward. 

In  the  Eagley  Ward  the  primary  cases  were  notified  on  Sept.  27th. 
The  lemainder  were  in  direct  sequence  during  the  succeeding  months 
up  to  December  30th  when  the  epidemic  terminated.  The  number 
of  cases  in  this  series  was  15.  I  made  a  thorough  and  systematic 
investigation  in  the  Eagley  and  neighbouring  localities  but  I  could 
not  discover  the  source  of  origin.  All  the  cases  were  of  a  mild  form 
and  there  weie  no  fatal  results.  Eour  cases  which  could  not  be 
conveniently  treated  at  home  were  removed  to  the  Bury  and 
Ainsworth  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

The  houses  in  which  the  cases  of  erysipelas  occurred  were  in¬ 
spected  but  no  insanitary  conditions  were  found. 

Measles  was  slightly  epidemic  in  the  Eagley  and  Egerton  Wards 
during  the  months  of  February  to  July  and  again  in  December,  in 
varying  proportions,  and  in  the  Bradshaw  Ward  during  the  months 
from  April  to  July,  but  at  no  time  did  it  assume  large  proportions 
in  any  of  these  localities  except  in  December. 

Whooping  cough  was  prevalent  in  the  Edgworth  Ward  during 
the  spring  and  summer  months  and  in  the  Bradshaw  Ward  during 
the  autumn  months.  Two  deaths  were  registered,  both  being  children 
under  one  year  in  age. 

The  sanitary  condition  of  the  various  schools  in  the  district  has 
been  under  supervision.  The  quality  and  sufficiency  of  the  water 
supply  are  good  and  the  sanitary  arrangements  adequate  and  satis¬ 
factory.  There  was  no  necessity  for  the  closure  of  any  schools  but 
only  the  exclusion  from  school  of  individual  scholars  on  account  of 
the  presence  of  infective  disease  in  the  child  or  in  the  home. 
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The  whole  district  is  properly  sewered.  The  method  of  sewage 
disposal  is  by  gravitation  through  good  sanitary  pipes  with  adequate 
fall  and  efficient  ventilation  to  the  three  sewage  works  at  Eagley, 
Bradshaw,  and  Belmont.  At  the  Eagley  works  the  method  of  treat¬ 
ment  is  by  tanks  and  filters.  These  having  become  inadequate  to 
the  requirements  of  their  section  of  the  district  a  scheme  for  its 
enlargement  is  in  progress. 

The  Bradshaw  works  are  fully  adequate  and  capable  of  treating 
367,300  gallons  through  the  medium  of  tanks  and  land. 

The  Belmont  works  are  also  fully  efficient  and  are  capable  of 
treating  21,469  gallons  through  the  medium  of  septic  tanks. 

The  scavenging  of  the  whole  district  is  under  the  control  of  the 
Council  and  is  satisfactorily  carried  out. 

The  method  of  excreta  disposal  is,  by  privies,  936;  slop  water 
closets,  1154;  ^esh  water  closets,  682;  earth  or  pail  closets,  40. 
Eighteen  new  houses  were  supplied  with  12  slop  water  closets,  now 
entirely  discarded,  and  9  fresh  water  closets  which  in  the  future 
will  alone  be  permitted,  excepting  where  a  suitable  supply  of  water 
cannot  be  obtained.  By  a  resolution  of  your  Council  it  is  provided 
that  all  future  conversions  shall  be  to  the  fresh  water  system  provided 
the  water  and  efficient  sewage  outflow  are  obtainable  otherwise  pails 
or  slop  water  closets  are  the  only  alternative. 

The  following  conversions  were  made  during  the  year privies 
to  slop  water  closets,  8 ;  privies  to  fresh  water  closets,  86. 

The  conversion  of  the  old  form  of  ashpit  disposal  is  gradually 
but  too  slowly  being  effected  as  nearly  1,000  yet  remain  to  be  dealt 
with.  The  difficulties  to  be  overcome  are  no  doubt  very  great  and 
I  know  the  Council  is  making  all  endeavours  to  attain  the  complete 
abolition  of  the  pernicious  ashpit  method  of  excreta  disposal. 

The  highways,  secondary  roads,  and  streets  have  been  maintained 
in  excellent  condition.  I  am  pleased  to  observe  that  the  renewal 
of  the  main  road  from  the  Royal  Oak,  Bradshaw,  to  the  Cross  Guns, 
Egerton,  with  its  branch  to  Dunscar  Bridge  is  approaching  completion. 
When  this  is  finished  the  roads  will  most  favourably  compare  with 
those  of  any  other  district  with  a  similar  amount  of  heavy  traffic. 

The  milk  supply  of  the  district  has  been  under  observation.  The 
quality  has  been  up  to  a  normal  standard.  The  measures  adopted 
for  the  prevention  of  milk  fouling  during  the  operation  of  milking,  &c., 


6 


such  as  the  proper  grooming  of  the  cows,  the  personal  cleanliness 
and  clothing  of  the  milkers  are  still  very  inefficient  but  I  anticipate 
a  considerable  improvement  when  the  Act  relative-  to  these  matters 
comes  into  operation  and  is  made  effective. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  outlying  houses  and  farms  which 
are  obliged  to  obtain  their  water  supply  from  wells  and  other  private 
sources  the  water  supply  of  the  district  is  derived  from  the  Bolton 
Corporation  Waterworks.  The  supply  is  adequate  and  the  standard 
of  quality  has  been  fully  maintained  with  freedom  from  lead  solvent 
capability  during  the  whole  year. 

The  district  has  not  an  Isolation  Hospital  of  its  own  but 
suitable  and  favourable  arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Bury 
and  Ainsworth  Hospital  authority  for  the  reservation  of  2  beds  for 
small-pox  cases  and  for  the  admission  and  removal  there  to  of  cases  of 
diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever  together  with  the  stoving  treatment  of 
infected  clothing,  bedding,  &c.  Four  cases  of  scarlet  fever  were 
admitted  during  the  year.  More  would  have  been  sent  but  there  is 
much  difficulty  in  overcoming  the  strong  prejudice  against  removal  to 
hospital  which  will  require  patience  and  persuasion. 

In  respect  of  the  housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations, 
1910,  I  have  again  to  report  satisfactory  progress  in  the  inspection 
of  the  houses  in  allotted  section  for  the  year.  The  following  is  a 


summary  of  the  work  performed  during  the  year. 

Number  of  Inspections  ....  ....  ....  ....  400 

Re-Inspections  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  160 

Statutory  notices  issued  ....  ....  ....  ....  36 

Statutory  notices  duly  attended  to  ....  ....  23 

Work  in  progress....  ....  ....  ....  ....  13 

Preliminary  notices  issued  ....  ....  ....  19 

Preliminary  notices  outstanding  from  1913  ....  26 

Preliminary  notices  observed  ....  ....  ....  35 

Work  still  in  progress  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

Walls  and  ceilings  damp  from  various  causes  26 
Damp  houses  from  wet  subsoil  ...  ....  4 

Roofs,  walls,  eaves-gutters,  downspouts,  &c. 

repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  58 

Subsoil  drainage  ...  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Overcrowding,  abated  on  notice  ....  ....  2 

Efficient  ventilation  effected  ....  ....  ....  6 
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Back  to  back  houses  converted  ....  ....  10 

Houses  voluntarily  demolised  by  owner  ....  2 

In  respect  of  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1911. 
I  have  had  28  notifications  of  pulmonary  phthisis  and  10  of  other 
tuberculous  affections.  Of  the  notifications  3  were  received  from 
Sanatoria,  &c.,  and  other  institutions  for  the  treatment  of 

tuberculous  cases.  All  resident  in  the  district  were  visited,  the  social 
circumstances  enquired  into,  the  domicilary  conditions  noted  and  the 
sanitary  conditions  inspected.  Insanitary  defects  were  removed  and 
advice  was  given  as  -to  general  regimen  and  precautionary  procedure. 
Six  cases  were  removed  to  Sanitoria.  Auxilary  assistance  was  afforded 
where  found  to  be  necessary. 

Your  Sanitary  Inspector  reports  as  follows: — 

Workshops.  —  Number  on  register,  30,  Inspections,  48.  Notices 
issued  for  limewashing,  1,  which  was  duly  attended  to. 
Notices  of  sanitary  defects,  and  duly  remedied,  2.  Drains 
repaired,  trapped,  or  reconstructed,  6. 

The  regulations  in  respect  of  ventilation  and  air 
space  were  properly  observed.  They  were  all  in  a  clean 
and  sanitary  condition  excepting  the  foregoing  items. 

Domestic  Workshops. —  Number  on  register,  7,  Inspections,  14. 
They  were  all  found  to  be  in  a  clean  and  satisfactory 
condition. 

No  complaints  were  received  from  H.M.  Inspector 
of  Factories  in  respect  of  insufficient  or  defective  sanitary 
accommodation,  &c.,  in  Factories. 

Smoke  Observations, — 74.  No  proceedings  were  necessary. 

Dairies  and  Cowsheds. —  Number  on  register,  dairies,  95, 
cowsheds,  162,  inspections,  514.  All  had  been  properly 
limewashed.  Dairies  repaired,  3.  Notices  issued  to  tenants 
and  duly  attended  to,  4.  Notices  issued  to  owners  and 
duly  attended  to,  3.  Floors  of  cowsheds  repaired,  8. 
Defective  drains  repaired,  trapped,  or  reconstructed,  6. 

Slaughter  Houses.- — Number  on  register,  9.  Inspections  270. 
All  were  in  good  sanitary  condition  and  there  was  no 
necessity  to  issue  any  notices  to  either  the  owners  or 
tenants. 
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Bake  Houses. — Number  on  register,  10.  Inspections,  38.  All 
were  found  to  be  in  a  satisfactory  condition  and  had 
been  regularly  limewashed.  Two  notices  of  sanitary 
defects  were  issued  to  either  tenants  or  owners  which 
were  duly  attended  to  and  2  drains  were  reconstructed. 
One  new  water  closet  was  provided. 

Scavenging. — Privies  and  Ashpits.  The  scavenging  area  of 
the  district  is  under  the  sole  control  of  the  Council. 
Ashpits  cleansed,  6840.  Frequent  inspections  of  the  refuse 
tips  were  made  and  they  were  found  to  be  in  a  satis¬ 
factory  condition. 


lieu  of  defective 


Ashpits,  Privies,  &c. 

Number  defective 
Number  repaired 
Dry  ashhouses  in 
ashpits 

New  dry  ash  houses  and  ashbins  .... 
New  privies  ashpits  erected  where 
water  carriage  could  not  be  utilized 
Slop  water  closets  choked  or  out  of 
repair 


Fresh  water  closets  choked, 
Slop  water  conversions 
Fresh  water  conversions 


&c. 


148 

18 

52 

10 

4 

24 

8 

8 

86 


Vans.  Tents,  &c..  used  as  Dwellings.— Twelve  van  dwellings 
visited  the  district  and  were  inspected.  There  are  5 
temporary  wooden  huts  used  as  dwellings  by  the  workmen 
employed  on  the  Delph  Reservoir  construction  in  Long- 
worth.  The  sanitary  regulations  in  relation  to  all  these 
were  fully  observed.  There  were  no  cases  of  infective 
diseases  and  there  was  no  overcrowding. 

The  remainder  of  the  sanitary  work  performed  during  the  year 
is  summarised  as  follows : — 


Inspections  .... 

Re-inspections  . 

Notices  outstanding  at  the  end]  of  1913  .... 

Preliminary  notices  issued 

Preliminary  notices  outstanding  at  the  end 

of  1913  . 


L538 

2,236 

37 

123 

10 


9 


Preliminary  notices  complied  with  ....  ....  117 

Preliminary  notices  work  in  progress  ....  18 

Statutory  notices  issued  ...  ....  ...  ....  118 

Statutory  notices  work  in  progress  or  still 

outstanding  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  47 

Statutory  notices  attended  to  ....  ....  ....  71 

Smoke  testing  of  drains....  ....  ....  ....  273 

Defective  drains  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  146 

House  drains  trapped  ....  ....  ....  ....  126 

House  drains  repaired,  reconstructed  or  cleansed  222 
Slop  water  pipes  disconnected....  ....  ....  24 

Slop  water  pipes  repaired  ....  ....  ...  66 

Soil  pipes  repaired  ....  ....  6 

Downspouts  disconnected  and  the  drains  trapped  136 

Downspouts  repaired  ....  ....  ....  ....  85 

Surface  of  yards  repaired,  &c.  ....  ....  88 

Defective  main  drains  repaired  ....  ....  9 

Ventilation  shafts  to  sewers  and  drains  fixed  12 

New  sewers  constructed  ....  ....  ....  2 

Houses  fumigated  after  infectious  disease  ....  48 

Schools  fumigated  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

Animals  and  fowls  kept  in  filthy  condition 
or  in  improper  situations  and  prompt 
rectification  obtained  ....  ....  ....  4 

Samples  of  water  taken  for  analysis....  ....  12 

Inspections  of  refuse  tips  ....  ....  ....  295 


The  foregoing  category  of  sanitary  work  represents  a  considerable 
amount  of  physical  labour  and  is  indicative  of  the  continued  zeal  of 
your  Sanitary  Inspector  and  sustained  interest  in  his  work. 

The  record  for  the  year  is  on  the  whole  a  satisfactory  one 
and  will  bear  comparison  with  any  other  district  similarly  circumstanced 
as  to  geographical  features  and  climate. 

A  reliable  index  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  a  district  may  be 
found  in  the  vital  statistics  comprised  in  and  relative  to  infantile 
mortality,  the  mortality  from  epidemic  diseases  and  the  prevalence 
and  character  of  epidemic  diseases.  As  this  report  exhibits  favourable 
statistics  relative  to  all  these  it  becomes  indicative  of  efficient  sanitary 
administration  and  satisfactory  sanitary  progress  in  the  Turton  Urban 
District  and  offers  encouragement  to  all  engaged  and  interested  in 
the  sanitary  work  of  the  district. 


I  append  the  usual  tables  relative  to  the  Vital  Statistics,  &c. 
of  the  district  for  the  year,  1914. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Yours  obediently, 

J.  Robinson,  M.D.,  L.S.,  Sc.,  Univ.  Durham 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


“  Rockfield,”  Dunscar. 
January,  1915. 


